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Background: California’s 
Response to Climate Impacts

Governor’s Executive Governor’s Executive Order, November 2008Order, November 2008: : 

•• NRC NRC Sea Level Rise Assessment ReportSea Level Rise Assessment Report

•• Transportation systems vulnerability Transportation systems vulnerability 
assessmentassessment

•• State Climate Adaptation StrategyState Climate Adaptation Strategy (CAS(CAS) ) 

•• First released First released December December 
20092009

The California Climate 
Adaptation Strategy:

20092009

•• Overall goals: begin Overall goals: begin 
discussion, assess climate discussion, assess climate 
risks, coordinate state risks, coordinate state 
policiespolicies

Climate Adaptation Strategy -
Additional Goals:

•• Initiate action and dialogueInitiate action and dialogue

•• Assess climate vulnerability and Assess climate vulnerability and 
risks by sectorrisks by sector

•• Coordinate state policiesCoordinate state policies

•• Coordinate with climate mitigation Coordinate with climate mitigation 
effortsefforts

Adaptation Progress

•• Coordinating climate adaptation Coordinating climate adaptation 
with with mitigationmitigation

•• Making research findings Making research findings usefulusefulg gg g

 CalCal--Adapt ToolAdapt Tool

 Policy GuidePolicy Guide

 Vulnerability StudyVulnerability Study

•• Involvement with regional efforts Involvement with regional efforts 

•• FirstFirst--year progress reportyear progress report

•• Public health and safetyPublic health and safety

•• Protecting California’s economyProtecting California’s economy

P t ti C lif i ’ i t lP t ti C lif i ’ i t l

Climate Adaptation Strategy 
for 2012:

•• Protecting California’s unique natural Protecting California’s unique natural 
environmentenvironment

•• Better integrate state agency climate effortsBetter integrate state agency climate efforts

2009 CAS focus: climate impacts and 2009 CAS focus: climate impacts and 
responseresponse

•• Assess progressAssess progress

•• Prioritize and rePrioritize and re--focus effortsfocus efforts

2012 CAS: Goals

•• Prioritize and rePrioritize and re--focus effortsfocus efforts

•• Update Update –– impacts and vulnerabilitiesimpacts and vulnerabilities

•• Integration (strategies and sectors)Integration (strategies and sectors)

•• New sections (emergency response/most New sections (emergency response/most 
vulnerable populations/local government)vulnerable populations/local government)

2012 CAS 
Sectors:

Local 
planning 

and

Oceans/Coastal Resources

Biodiversity

Water Resources

Public Health

Agriculture and 
vulnerable 

populations

Emergency Planning

Transportation Infrastructure

Energy Infrastructure

Forestry

Agriculture

•• VulnerabilitiesVulnerabilities

•• Progress to dateProgress to date

K t t i i f dK t t i i f d

Sector Topics:

•• Key strategies going forwardKey strategies going forward

•• CrossCross--sector strategiessector strategies

•• Adaptation in planning, investment and Adaptation in planning, investment and 
regulatory processesregulatory processes

•• ChallengesChallenges

•• Research needsResearch needs
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Coordination

California Climate Adaptation StrategyCalifornia Climate Adaptation Strategy

AB 32 Scoping PlanAB 32 Scoping Plan

Strategic Growth Council Strategic PlanStrategic Growth Council Strategic Plan

California Water PlanCalifornia Water Plan

California Transportation Plan UpdateCalifornia Transportation Plan Update

g gg g

Fire and Resource Assessment ProgramFire and Resource Assessment Program

California Environmental Goals and Policy ReportCalifornia Environmental Goals and Policy Report

California General Plan Update California General Plan Update 

California Wildlife Action PlanCalifornia Wildlife Action Plan

State Hazard Mitigation PlanState Hazard Mitigation Plan

Barriers to Adaptation:

•• Lack of understanding of how climate change Lack of understanding of how climate change 
impacts dayimpacts day--toto--day lifeday life

Limited g idanceLimited g idance•• Limited guidanceLimited guidance

•• Lack of funding (research, planning, staff)Lack of funding (research, planning, staff)

•• Institutional barriersInstitutional barriers

•• Limited communicationLimited communication

•• Climate skepticismClimate skepticism

•• Easy access to informationEasy access to information

•• Streamline Federal/State/Local planningStreamline Federal/State/Local planning

Climate Adaptation:

Streamline Federal/State/Local planningStreamline Federal/State/Local planning

•• Use existing planning procedures where Use existing planning procedures where 
applicableapplicable

•• Funding Funding –– research and planningresearch and planning

•• Legislation?Legislation?

Thank youThank you

www.climatechange.ca.gov/adaptation/index.html


